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Minutes of a  MEETING of BARTON PARISH COUNCIL which was held in the Village Hall, School 

Lane, Barton CB23 7BD on Tuesday 1st November 

Present: Cllrs. Chloe Langford [CL} (Chair), Andrew Martin [AM], Shelley Arora-Tailby [SA], Sam 

Richardson [SM], Amy Winterbourne [AW], Deni Devappriya [DD], Helen Durrant [HD] 

Clerk: Danielle Stretch 

RFO: Ian Minto 

Apologies: John Howland Jackson [JH], June Woolhouse [JW} 

Absent: County Councillor Michael Atkins and District Councillor Lisa Redrup 

Members: 9, Quorum 3 

Dated  7/11/2022 Clerk to Barton Parish Council 

Members of the Public: 2 

AGENDA 

 22-23/37 To receive and approve apologies for absence. 

Apologies were received from JHJ and JW but were not approved as it was felt that the reasons for 

absence were not within the rules. 

22-23/38 To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on September 22nd 2022 at 

7.30 p.m. in Barton Village Hall. 

The Council RESOLVED unanimously to approve and sign the minutes of September 22nd 2022.. 

2-23/39 To consider matters arising from the minutes 

There were no matters arising from the minutes that were not being considered elsewhere. 

22-23/40 To receive declarations of interest for items on the agenda. 

No declarations of interest were received. 

PUBLIC FORUM 

A resident expressed pleasure of the use of a photograph of the thatched bus shelter on the village 

website and also asked that the photograph in memory of her late Majesty Queen Elizabeth II be taken 

down from the Queen’s oak tree protector. 

Concern was also raised that theCouncil’s contributions to the parish magazine were of varying 

relevance and could be improved. The staff producing the magazine are unsure whether to continue 
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to produce it in its current form given the lack of contributors following the dissolution of various 

societies such as Barton Gardeners.  The Clerk was asked to liaise with the Communications and 

Community Engagement group over future content. 

A question was asked regarding the current arrangements for opening and closing the low gate at the 

entrance to the recreation ground.CL responded to say that there was a rota of 8 volunteers doing 

this and that a change to the hours would be discussed later in the meeting. 

22-23/41 To receive County and District Councillor reports: Michael Atkins, Lisa Redrup 

These have not yet been received although we have been told that we will receive the District 

Council report shortly and this will be posted on to the Barton village website as soon as we have it. 

22-23/42 Discussion on the outcome of the no. 18 bus route franchising following Stagecoach no 

longer covering the route. 

As the District Councillor was unable to attend this item was moved and included in the T&T working 

group report instead. 

22-23/43  To receive reports from the RFO (Ian Minto) 

a) Bank balances at 26/10/2022 current acc. £40401.57 deposit acct. £28512.16  

 

The RFO reported that the bank balances of the Council current and deposit accounts (as 

above) were reasonably healthy.  

b)  

To receive and approve payments/receipts and bank reconciliations Sept/Oct 2022  

September Payments 

• Drax Street lighting £23.57 + £2.28 = £25.85 

• RH Landscapes Grass cutting £96 + £96 + £360 = £552 

• Pennon Water £174.30 

• P Rooke (Pond) £100Foxcotte Fencing (Pond) £63.10 

• Wallis & Son (pond) £48.01 

• NPH Plant hire (pond) £710.27 

• John Boocock (pond) £100 

• DRAX Street lighting  £23.57 + £2.28 = £25.85 

• Clerk Salary £391.00 RFO Salary £78.16 

• PKF Littlejohn Audit fees £240.00 

• Credit Card £86 soil &sand for football £3 fee = £89 

• Barton Village Trust  excess funds  payment £1174.42 

• Unity Trust bank qtr charges £18.00 

September Receipts  

• Precept part two £15000 

• BRIG water refund £20.16 

October Payments 

• Credit Card Printer cartridges  £41 + £3 fee =£44 
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• PAYE july-Oct £351.80 

• RH Landscapes grass cutting £96 +£96 = £192 

• Barton Institute Hall hire £100 

• DRAX street lighting £22.81 + £2.21 = 25.02 

• Clerk Salary £391 + £78.16 = £469. 

• Barton Bowls Club water refund £114.23 

• Comberton Crusaders FC pitch Hire £77.24  

These payments and receipts had been discussed by the Finance and Governance Working Group and 

published for all councillors to approve on the Councillors’ Only page of the Council website.  It was 

RESOLVED (prop: AM, sec. AW) unanimously  to approve the expenditure and receipts for September 

and October 2022. 

c)  Initial discussions regarding proposed budget for 23-24  

A draft budget had been circulated before the meeting for councillors to review and prepare questions 

for discussion.  The RFO ran through the draft budget and no questions were raised.  The RFO 

emphasised that , in recognition of the increased cost of living, the precept is to remain at £30K, and 

of that, £5K will be ringfenced for the LHI bidThe draft budget will be finalised by the Finance and 

Governance working group and presented to the Council at the next meeting. 

The money raised fro the Queen’s Jubilee in June which was in excess of expenditure has been 

transferrred to Barton Village Trust. 

The RFO reported that the current grass cutting contract will end in March 2023 and that it is possible 

that the rates will increase.  This will be reviewed by the Amenities and Open Spaces Working Group 

with additional contractors being invited to quote.  

Attention was drawn to the  3 year fixed street lighting contract:  our price is locked in at 31p per 

KW/H rather than the current rate of 71p which is itself likely to rise so it was  a good decision. 

There is money in the budget put aside to allow for further work to the pond and for playground 

repairs and legal fees for the leases concerning BRIG. 

The RFO reported that there were various unknowns such as whether we would receive another verge 

cutting grant. 

d) Update regarding Rialtas Financial software 

Rialtas have sold their business and passed it on to a reputable company.  The RFO has not noticed 

any discernable difference in the software. 

e) Letter regarding workplace pensions 

Both the RFO and the Clerk are currently pensioners and neither wanted to set up a new 

workplace pension given that it would pay out very little. 

 

f) Documentation signing regarding appointment of authorised bank signatory  

An additional authorised signatory of the Council bank account was approved at the last meeting and 

DD agreed to do this.  The RFO did not have all the forms on him at the meeting  but will arrange for 

DD to have these shortly. 

22-23/44  Council Matters:  To receive and discuss circulated updates from the PC working groups 
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 Governance and Finance 

(a) Utility Aid 

The three year fixed price contract for street lighting with Utility Aid is looking like a good 

decision given recent price rises as raised by the RFO. 

(b) Cambridgeshire Search and Rescue 

A request for a grant from Cambridgeshire Search and Rescue which was not accompanied by 

any supporting documentation was not approved as it was felt that limited PC funds should 

be spent on the village. 

(c) Further pond work suggested by John Boocock 

John Boocock has suggested putting in a retaining wall and a fence on the pavement side.  The 

WG felt that any proposed work will need to await further input from the Barton Greenways 

Project concerning potential widening of the footpath and therefore needs to be discussed at 

a full PC meeting.  CL has advised John Boocock to take no further action until the matter has 

been considered fully by the A&OS WG. 

 

(d) Budget Requests 

 

CL, as Chair of the A&OS WG, tabled a series of anticipated items of expenditure for the 2023-

4 budget under consideration at the meeting.  Items included were as follows: 

 

Village Pond contingency  £3000 

Recreation Ground Leases remediation £3000 

Playground upgrades £1500 

Recreation ground signage £300 

PC Mobile Phone £200 

Total spend £8000 

 

AM had also reminded the WG that the PC budget needed to recognise the existing ring-

fenced amounts of £5000 for the last 2 with respect to traffic calming measures for which we 

have not yet been invoiced by the Highways Authority. 

 

 

(e) Budget Preparation 

 

The WG undertook a line by line review of the annual budget by income and cost centre. 

 

(f) Policy Reviews 

 

Policy for hiring out the recreation ground  for events 

It was RESOLVED (prop. SR, sec. SA) unanimously that the PC would adopt the recreation 

ground policy  in the form circulated on the Councillors’ Only page of the Council website. 

 

The WG had intended to review the entire schedule of policies for both review dates and 

possible revision.  However, the unavoidable absence of the clerk meant that this was 

postponed until the next meeting. 
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Traffic and Transport Working Group Report 

(a) 18 Bus Route 

Whippet has now taken over the 18 bus route from Stagecoach East and there is a timetable for the 

route on the Whippet website.  CL asked if it could be linked to the Barton Village website and AM 

agreed to do this.  DD reported that the new timetable is not working well for some school students 

who are not able to get to school on time. 

(b) Barton Greenways update 

 

A parish council briefing with the Barton Greenways group was held on October 10th 2022 and 

was generally felt to be very helpful. A public drop-in meeting has been arranged on Thursday 

24th November between 14.00 and 19.30.  The full plans will be available for members of the 

public to look at and comment on. 

(c ) LHI bid for 2023/24 

LHI applications are now open until 6th January 2023.  The Council will put in an application for an 

MVAS machine and will also ask if it would be possible to have a 40 mph zone between Lord’s Bridge 

and Barton. 

(a) EWR update 

 

The Haslingfield drop-in took place on Wednesday 12th October and was covered by ITV and 

the BBC.   There still seems to be some concern amongst Barton residents that the route will 

pass through the village.  AM reported that this was not being considered by EWR. 

 

(b) Report summary 

 

Another consultation and survey 

Our local MP, Anthony Browne, has a survey on  the Cambridge congestion charge at 

https://anthonybrowne.org/congestion 

 

MVAS System 

Readings have been taking using the MVAS system on Wimpole Road where the 30 mph sign 

is missing.  We need another MVAS system to monitor traffic speeds in the village given the 

recent changes in speed limits and the plans for a 20 mph limit. 

 

Amenities and Open Spaces Working Group 

(a) The Village Pond 

The A&OS working group had safety concerns regarding the newly deepened village pond and 

they circulated a document regarding proposals for deep water signage and a lifebuoy 

flotation device  They had obtained a quote of £200 for a lifebuoy and this was circulated to 

the parish council. 
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HD remarked that Highways had rules about signage which we would need to conform to.  CL 

replied that the sign would not be visible from the public highway as it would face the 

footpath. 

 

AM felt that the PC needed to investigate the rules and regulations before putting the sign 

there.  He also thought it would be likely that the lifebuoy would be stolen. 

 

A proposal was put to the Parish Council to approve the spending of £50 on signage to warn visitors 

of deep water (prop: SA, sec. CL) 4 councillors voted in favour of the signage, 3 voted against and so it 

was RESOLVED that signage could be purchased.  

It was proposed that a life buoy be purchased for the approximate cost of £200.  Three councillors 

voted in favour of the proposal and 4 voted against or abstained.  The proposal was not carried and 

has been DEFERRED. 

It was unanimously agreed that a temporary fence around the exposed side of the pond was needed 

and that the working group would have quotes ready for a resolution at the Council meeting in January 

2023.  

. 

CL reported that we also need to obtain quotes for stabilising the bank and improving the pond area 

in general.  AM reported that he knew an architect in the village who might be able to assess what 

was needed.  CL said that she thought that anything we could do would end up being expensive and 

that fund raising would need to take place to fund such works.  It was discussed that an approach 

could be made to the National Lottery for such funding following the example of Comberton parish 

Council. 

(b) Leases of Bowls Club, tennis club and BRIG 

Finally, we have some progress on this and have now had a useful discussion with the solicitor 

acting for the Council. We have been provided with draft copies of the leases for the tennis 

club abd bowls club for consideration by the Council and the respective organisations.  For the 

lease to BRIG, it has been agreed with BRIG that the existing lease needs to be surrendered 

(as it contains many errors) and a new lease granted.   aWe have received a fee estimate for 

the deed of surrender in the sum of £950 plus VAT and for the new lease in the sum of £1250 

plus VAT. 

It was  RESOLVED unanimously (prop: AW, Sec. HD) to approve the fee quotes and proceed 

with the legal work required  for the surrender of the existing BRIG lease and the grant of the 

new one. 

A fee quote had also been obtained to register the Council’s unregistered leasehold interest 

in the recreation ground to enable our interest tobe discoverable and protected and to allow 

the new underleases to bowls, tennis and BRIG to be registered in turn. 

It was RESOLVED that (prop AW, Sec HD) to approve the fee quote of £950 plus VAT to register 

the Council’s leasehold interest of the recreation ground. 

 

(c) Grass and Verges Policy 

It was RESOLVED (prop. HD, sec. AW) to hold a public meeting in January on the new grass 

verge cutting policy. 
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AM reported that the Coton action group on C2C wanted to part in a joint public meeting with 

Barton and wondered if the two could be combined. 

 

It was RESOLVED (prop: HD, Sec. AM) that there would be a joint public meeting organised in 

January on both Grass and verges policy and the Coton action group.  Any other public issues 

could also be raised in this forum. 

 

(d)  Pavements on Wimpole Road 

The pavements are still in a poor state of repair and the PC will continue to lobby for improvements. 

(e) Policy for hire of recreation ground for parties 

It was agreed under the F&G WG section that the draft recreation ground hire policy as 

circulated among the councillors prior to the meeting would be adopted. 

 

(f) Old Pavilion 

The inventory will be passed to John Bocock and village societies in order to find out  to whom they 

belong and any unclaimed items that cannot be used by the PC to be offered to residents of the village 

on an “as seen” basis.  Once this has been completed, the small storage shed will be emptied of all 

council belongings  and be used by the Crusaders football club at their own risk. 

The clerk has confirmed that our insurance covers these buildings and their contents. 

 

(g) Playground Inspection report recommended action 

 

The playground equipment has recently been inspected and although there were no items 

requiring immediate repair there were various works to be carried out.  AM has agreed to 

carry out the repair to the top deck of the skateboard ramp.  We are looking for volunteers 

with DIY skills to help with the other items. 

It was RESOLVED (Prop: SR, Sec: AW) that AM would carry out repairs to the skateboard ramp 

for an approximate cost of £700. 

 

(h) High Gate Key, PC Mobile phone and signage 

Three quotes had been obtained for a PC mobile phone as it was felt that was the correct 

course of action rather than publicising the personal numbers of members of the parish 

council to protect the privacy of individuals.  The phone will be kept by the clerk in the first 

instance and rotated around the other members of the PC when she is away. 

It was RESOLVED (Prop. DD, Sec. HD) that the parish council would use the phone supplied by 

HD and take out a Sim only contract, such cost to be under £10 per month 

The working group will obtain quotes for replacement signage in the recreation ground and 

on the high gate key safe, which will display the Council mobile number for emergency use 

only. Councillors were asked to reflect upon appropriate opening and closing hours of the 

recreation ground low gate and report their thoughts back to the working group. 

.  

(i) Cricket Nets and Disability Inclusive Play Equipment 

 

The A&OS group had obtained a range of quotes for cricket nets with the rough cost of a 21m 

cricket net including underlay and matting for the ground being £2000 
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The village currently has no play equipment aimed at children in wheelchairs.  The WG is 

currently in the process of obtaining quotes which are roughly between £5,000 to £9,000. 

 

It was  RESOLVED (prop. HD, Sec. DD) unanimously that the PC should approve applications 

being made to BRIG and Barton Village Trust for funds towards paying for cricket nets and a 

piece of disability inclusive play equipment.  There will need to be additional fundraising 

activities as well. An application will also be made to the National lottery to see if funding 

might be available. 

 

Suggestions were made to the Council of also fund raising for an outdoor table tennis table 

and outdoor exercise equipment.  This will also be considered and quotes obtained by the 

working group. 

 

(j) Christmas Celebrations 

The WG  would like to continue to continue the recent tradition of a village Christmas tree and a village 

wide decoration scheme.  The decoration scheme for this year is “elves” and it has been publicised in 

the parish magazine. 

It was RESOLVED (prop. CL, Sec. AW) unanimously that the PC would support the purchase of a 

Christmas tree and would also ask the Barton Village Trust for a contribution towards this. 

The cost of printing flyers for the residents to inform them of the Christmas programme will fall under 

sundry expenses.  

A discussion was had with regard to the future purchase of a living Christmas tree, to be permanently 

planted on the green area next to the village pond.  Views were mixed and the decision was deferred 

for future consideration and fund raising. 

(k) CommunityWarm Spaces 

The cost of living crisis is affecting people everywhere this year and it was suggested that 

creating community warm spaces in the village could offer some respite to those who are 

struggling with heating costs and would also bring people together over Winter. that the PC 

would approach  

It was RESOLVED  (prop. SA, Sec. DD) unanimously to approach the Village Hall, BRIG, The Hoops and 

The White Horse to see if they would be able to offer, for example, a few hours where  people can 

have a tea and biscuit in the warmth. 

 

Communications and Community Engagement WG 

There was nothing to report from C&CE at this meeting as this working group had met jointly with the 

A & OS working group. 

 

Planning WG 

There are not many planning applications being made in the village at present and it is expected to 

continue in the same vein given that people will be prioritising other expenditure during the cost of 
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living crisis.  No working group meeting took place.  It was suggested that a planning WG should take 

place bi-monthly.   

To facilitate the organisation of planning meetings going forward It was RESOLVED[Prop: CL, Sec: AW]  

unanimously to appoint SR as the  vice-chair of the planning WG group and that this would give him 

the authority to organise meetings. 

 

22-23/46 To receive and discuss Planning notifications and judgements 

Planning Ref: 

234 Wimpole Road, Barton, Cambridgeshire CB23 7AE Single Storey extension to rear & first floor to 

be added above existing floor. 

22/01815/CL2PD 

Certificate of lawfulness under S192 for the siting and use of a mobile home to provide additional 

accommodation. 

22/01705/FUL 

The Lodge, Barton, Woodland Burial Ground, Comberton Road 

Provision of areas of hard standing to facilitate access and parking for visitors and maintenance of a 

traditional orchard. 

Council response: Approved 

22/01687/HFUL 

18 High Street, Barton 

Part replacement of the existing boundary fence 

Council response: withdrawn 

22/01524/FUL 

Land between 28 and 63 Kings Grove, Barton new 2 bed bungalow with associated parking and 

landscaping 

Awaiting Council response 

22/0460/TTCA 

82 Wimpole Road, Barton 

T1 Sycamore Fell 

61 Wimpole Road, Barton 

G1: Group of Conifer Trees – reduce by 6m to be a finished height of 2.4m. T2 Conifer Tree – fell 

Awaiting Council response. 
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22-23/47 To receive and discuss report regarding BRIG 

No report has been received from BRIG. 

22-23/48  To receive and discuss report regarding Barton Village Hall 

No report has been received from Barton Village Hall but the Clerk reported that they are in need of 

a new Treasurer and that any volunteers or enquiries about this would be welcome. 

22-23/49  To receive and discuss Clerk’s report and correspondence 

The Clerk had received several letters expressing concern about the cutting of the 18 bus service.  It is 

hoped that Whippet taking over the route will solve most of these problems.  She had also received a 

letter from a resident expressing support for Martha Shedd’s concerns about fire safety during the 

extremely dry Summer. 

23/50 To receive Neighbourhood Watch report 

No Neighbourhood Watch report has been received. 

 

The meeting closed at 9.45 p.m. 

 

Date of next Parish Council Meeting:  Tuesday 10th January , 7.30 p.m. at Barton Village Hall 

 

 


