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Minutes of an EXTRAORDINARY MEETING of BARTON PARISH COUNCIL held in the Village Hall, 

School Lane, Barton CB23 7BD on MONDAY 15th AUGUST at 6 pm 

Present: John Howland Jackson (Chair) [JHJ], Andrew Martin [AM}, Shelley Arora [SA], Sam 

Richardson [SM], Helen Durrant [HD] 

Apologies: Cllrs. Chloe Langford, June Woolhouse, Deni Devappriya, Amy Winterbourne, 

Ian Minto (RFO) 

Clerk: Danielle Stretch 

Members: 9 Quorum: 3 

4 members of the public attended. 

 

22-23/19 To receive and approve apologies for absence. 

Apologies for absence are listed above. 

22-23/20 To receive declarations of interest for items on the Agenda 

No declarations of interest were  made. 

22-23/21 To receive and approve payments  for chemical tests which were carried out on silt from 

Barton Village Pond.   

These tests were carried out in order to find out if the silt would be classified as hazardous waste as, 

if this was the case, it would have to be disposed of in a manner that conformed to legal 

requirements. This was necessary because the pond contains water which is run-off from the road 

and could contain hydrocarbons and heavy metals.  Fortunately, the tests confirmed that it would 

not be classified as hazardous. 

• £328.57 (One Waste Acceptance Criteria test: WAC-2) 

• £207.96 (Two Environmental Tests ENV-1) 

 

The above sums have already been spent and this has been approved by the Finance and 

Governance working group. 

It was RESOLVED  unanimously to approve the above sums spent on testing the silt from the village 

pond [prop. AM, Sec. SR].   

 



 

22-23/22  To consider measures to restore the village pond and to promote its continuance in the 

future.  

A resident said that she felt that residents of Comberton had made a very good job of improving 

their village pond and that she hoped that Barton could do something similar. 

JHJ replied that Comberton residents had been planning the improvements to their village pond for 

two years and had obtained a grant for this purpose and spent around £25K which was beyond the 

means of Barton Parish Council.  He said that the immediate problem was that the pond had dried 

up and that we had the chance to make this less likely to happen in the future. 

A letter from Councillor Woolhouse, who was unable to attend the meeting, was circulated 

beforehand and considered.  She had reservations about returning the fish to the pond when it was 

refilled because she thought they might be detrimental to it developing as a wildlife pond. 

JHJ reminded members of the PC that removing fish from one pond to another is a criminal offence 

because of the possibility of transfer of diseases.   He asked the A&OS working group to consult on 

how to improve the surrounding environment of the village pond. 

HD said that there was someone in Peterborough who was an expert  in village ponds and we could 

call upon his  skills if needed. 

22-23/22(a) Welfare of the fish which are currently in a temporary tank. 

John Bocock reported that he had around 500 fish from Barton Pond which were currently housed in 

temporary tanks that are rather too small but that they appeared to be healthy and there was no 

immediate threat to their welfare. He felt that it was a myth that fish are detrimental to other 

wildlife in the pond. 

22-23/22(b) Partial de-silting of the pond.  (Cost of removal of silt, should we apply for a D1 

exemption in order to leave the silt beside the pond?) 

A D1 exemption was applied for and granted following the silt tests.  The removal of silt has now 

been completed and it has been transferred to the Drift which is a track in Barton.  Councillor Martin 

has sent an email to Highways informing them of this and requesting that we can leave it there. It 

was thought that leaving it beside the pond would look very messy and if we had very heavy rainfall 

during the predicted thunderstorms it could wash into the kerb. 

The digging out of the pond has cost around £2,000 and Barton Village Trust have contributed 

£1,000 towards this.   We did have a second quote from the contractors who are working on 

Comberton village pond but this was considerably higher. 

The Council RESOLVED unanimously to approve this payment [prop. SM, sec. SA] 

John Boocock mentioned that there were several small items of expenditure in addition to the 

digging and removal of silt.  Pip has taken down the rotten chestnut stump and JB asked if he could 

be granted an honorarium of £100 for this.  JHJ asked him to see that Pip added this on to his invoice 

for the work and asked for anyone who had receipts or invoices for small works to pass them on to 

the RFO for payment and that these items could be formally approved at the September Parish 

Council meeting. 

 



 

SA requested that people do not use the silt on their allotments as it has been tested for waste 

disposal but not for human consumption.   

John Boocock wondered if we should take the opportunity to put in a dipping platform made of 

decking in order that people could see the pond and its wildlife at close quarters.  This would cost 

around £200.  There were some safety concerns expressed about this.  SA wondered if we should 

have a lifebelt near the pond now that it has been deepened. 

AM wondered if we could have a consultation with Barton Greenways on whether the path beside 

the pond could be designated as a cycle path. 

JHJ went on to record a vote of thanks to John and David, Shelley, Andy and June and Robert, Helen, 

Steve Willis and Pip for their work on the pond.  The Parish Council is extremely grateful to them. 

 

Date of Next Parish Council Meeting : Tuesday 6th September 2022 BVH at 7.30 p.m. 

Meeting closed:  6.40 p.m.    Signatory Chair: 

 

 

 

 

 


