
BARTON PARISH COUNCIL 2021-2022 

Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer (RFO) Report for Annual Parish Meeting 

The APM for the year 2020-21 had been postponed due to the COVID19 regulations regarding 
meetings and social distancing and was eventually held as a face-to-face meeting on October 21st

2021 

Recurring COVID lockdowns and legislation/regulations had continued to affect the PC and the 
annual first meeting of the PC in May 2021 was still held as a remote meeting via zoom technology. 
However, as regulations eased the PC was able to resume live meetings by July 2021 and in fact 
using the legislation then in place could hold the September and November meetings in a hybrid 
fashion. Full and normal meetings were resumed in January 2022. There is still an ongoing debate 
regarding use of virtual technology at national level for Councils of all types. The benefits of the 
modern technology are evident and there is wide support for the current legislation to be amended. 

The roles and tasks to be undertaken as a Clerk are many and varied and obviously operate on a 
daily, weekly, periodically and annual basis. This year has been difficult at times and continued 
disruption of the services of SCDC and CCC have been noted although obviously easing as some 
degree of normality has gradually occurred with relaxation of COVID regulations. This year has seen 
the Council operate with only 6 councillors out of 9 allowed with some consequent effect upon 
workload. 

There are many matters to consider and try to improve in the village but the LHI bid was successful 
and a large amount of effort had gone into dealing with the EWR plan and ensuring the level of inter 
PC co-operation was high. As clerk, making arrangements and distributing information has been a 
key task. In terms of Planning two major applications required dedicated time. Firstly, the two 
applications regarding Burwash Manor contained some major developments there and residual 
enforcement orders complicated the issue. Secondly the planning applications regarding change of 
use at Barton House led to a major effort by residents and PC to understand and ensure that the 
Greater Cambridge Planners understood major concerns regarding the application. Ultimately this 
was successful but a request for the matter to go to full planning council was not allowed and the 
delegated decision to allow change from residential to recreational use was approved albeit with 
many constraints attached. The PC and residents requested and were granted a meeting offered by 
the chief planning officer to further discuss. The outcome was not changed but the PC had followed 
the process as far as possible. however, as one the roles as clerk is to be the main conduit for 
correspondence between the PC and the residents the value of this was re-enforced.  It would also 
be really good if more residents would subscribe to the PC website. 

In other matters and as examples, a full season of football for the U13 and U14 teams from 
Comberton Crusaders has been a success, a remarkably quick repair and insurance payment for the 
damage to the high gate on the recreation ground was organised, John Boocock and David Hodge 
did splendid work both restoring the 1953 roundabout on the recreation ground and greatly 
upgrading the entrance to the recreation ground.  



As Clerk there are a myriad of organisational matters of vastly varying complexity to be dealt with 
and I should like to thank all the Councillors, Residents and Local council officials and many others  
who have assisted me in the role.  

Councillor Attendance 2021-22 

Initials May 21 July 21 Sept 21 Nov 21 Jan 22 Mar 22
SP A ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
JHJ ✔ ✔ Z Z ✔ ✔
JUW ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
AJM ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
CL ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ A
SA ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
MR abs R
IM Clerk ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

A = Apologies 

Z = Zoom attendance 

R = Resigned 

Abs = Absent 

Ian Minto 

Parish Clerk 


