
Chairs report for the Annual Parish Meeting 

Tuesday 26th April 2022 

Dear Residents, 

Welcome to this evenings Annual Parish Meeting. Since our last APM was held in October 
2021 due to Covid protocols, there may be some overlap in order to revert to a normal 
annual pattern ie 31st March to the following 1st April. 

The Parish Council has achieved much in the past 12 months.  

The Local Highways Initiative which was successfully bid for in 2020/21 is now being 
delivered. Cllr. Martin will speak further of this later in the meeting, as well as 
communicating where we stand with the second phase of the initiative.  Residents will be 
aware of the rise in the annual precept of which 5K over the next three years would be 
ringfenced to help meet the cost of these initiatives.  This was not an easy decision but 
acted on given the number of complaints and concerns that residents expressed via email, 
letters, at public meetings regarding road safety, traffic speed, pollution etc.  It is certainly a 
prioritised issue. 

The PC continues to review, generate and update its policies according to the standing 
orders, new regulations, advice from CAPALC and as a result of any audits. All bar 1 member 
has undertaken councillor training as set out in our standing orders and all councillors have 
been allocated a dedicated pc email address for the purpose of conducting council business 
only and to be GDPR compliant. The Clerk will report on council attendance. 

The current pc is coming to the end of its 4-year tenure and nominations have been put 
forward for election on the 5th May. As it stands, all nominees are uncontested as there are 
insufficient nominees to require an election.  Certainly, over the last year or two, the PC has 
been operating with a shortfall of Councillors. Of those currently serving (6), the workload 
has been shared by the few.  I can report that up to the period of this report, nobody new 
has come forward despite advertising via the website, through the parish magazine and 
around the village.  It would be lovely to have more people become involved in the Villages’ 
decision making. The PC should be a diverse group of individuals, representing the interests 
of everyone in Barton. 

In terms of planning, the parish council have been involved in over 20 + house, home & 
business applications as well as tree applications.  Some of which have had over 87 
individual documents, others such as Barton House had a contested application for over a 
year whilst both public and council meetings were held.  Latterly a long-awaited meeting 
with the head of planning Stephen Kelly was attended by me and the clerk. The pc response 
to planning applications is as a corporate body, and after analysis, discussion, and further 
clarification where necessary, feedback is given as approve, object or neutral with the 
appropriate material considerations or requested conditions. As a pc we accept that our 
collective responses might not be to everyone’s viewpoint, which is why we urge residents 
to respond as individuals if there is something they take issue with.  Cllr Martin does a very 
thorough job of keeping the website updated with planning applications.  Councillors attend 



quarterly planning meetings and recently Cllr Tailby attended a planning training session 
aimed at pc level. 

On the playground, after the recent inspection, the PC were alerted to the need to have 
considerable work completed on the roundabout, this instigated a complete restoration of 
the roundabout which was officially opened on the 18th of September 2021 the parish 
council wishes to acknowledge and thank BRIG and BVCT for contributing to the costs of this 
project and, once again, thank John and David for all their hard work. A platinum Jubilee 
plaque will be mounted on the roundabout as part of this years Jubilee celebrations on June 
4th. 

There are also concerns about the skate ramp surface and platforms. Some initial quotes 
suggested the work would cost around £8,000. Whilst this isn’t a priority to the council 
currently, it will have to be addressed going forward. The Amenities and Open Spaces 
working group will need to develop a long-term plan as to the refurbishment and 
replacement of equipment with grant aids, sponsorship, and any other additional ways of 
providing safe play equipment and amenities. 

The purchase of a village defibrillator in September last year was installed at the recreation 
ground on the Bowls Club shed, near the playground entrance. Installation, purchase, and 
maintenance were paid for by Barton Parish Council, Barton Village Charitable Trust, Barton 
Horticultural society (BG’s) Many thanks! Thanks to the Bowls Club for allowing us to site 
the unit on their facility. All major amenity groups, and outside users eg. Comberton 
Crusaders were invited to a Community Heartbeat training day on Saturday 13th November. 
This was well attended and proved very informative.  

A community wide litter picking day was held and a number of residents were dispatched 
around the village with their gloves and pickers. SCDC were very obliging in collecting the 
litter bags and loaning the equipment. This does also raise the issue of fly tipping.  The clerk 
has had to report this on a few occasions. We urge residents to report this to the police if 
they see anyone doing this.  It blights what is a lovely village.  Similarly, the PC has been 
asked to deal with toxic fumes from localised fires. The PC reports this to environmental 
health services, but residents also have a duty of care to report anything that is harmful and 
unsafe.  Time date and location will be asked for. 

The entrance to the Recreation ground required some restorative work as drainage and 
potholes were proving problematic. The work was completed under the watchful eyes of 
Cllr Martin with John Boocock co-ordinating the maintenance work. 

The High bar gate was criminally damaged when a van drove into it, and the PC had to put in 
an insurance claim which was dealt with very efficiently. The gate locking rota appears to be 
working well and ensures the safety of the amenities and surfaces overnight. There were a 
few incidents involving youths in cars abusing the ground surface which was reported to the 
police. 

The Lease situation with BRIG is moving forward positively and both parties are assisting the 
Charities commission. Once this is completed new leases can be drawn up for all. 

All the amenities on the recreation ground are valuable assets to Barton . 

Since our last APM, we have held a community wide easter egg trail, an advent calendar 
around the village, children from the school choir singing at the tree lighting evening by the 



pond. Residents were provided with mulled wine, mince pies and chocolate treats courtesy 
of kind donors.  

In terms of reaching out to residents we use the parish magazine, letter drops and the PC 
website www.bartonvillage.org to inform people of urgent news, ongoing consultations, 
village events.  By accessing the website you have access to minutes, plans, urgent news, 
other village groups and much more! Get connected and subscribe! 

As mentioned previously, part of community engagement is understanding what our needs 
as a village are.  We have done this regarding the LHI works, where we have held public 
meetings and consultations. Similarly tonight is also an opportunity to ask questions and 
raise concerns. 

If you are unable to attend the Annual Parish Meeting but would like to express your 
thoughts on something, then please get in touch with the clerk. 

Clerk@bartonvillage.org

As chair, I wish to give my thanks to all residents who give and continue to give their time 
freely for the benefit of the Village, the litter pickers, the pond cleaners, the hedge 
trimmers, the railing, and bench painters to name but a few. Their hard work and 
commitment are greatly appreciated and the village reaps the benefits. Thanks to all the 
members of the Parish Council who give of their time and energy. With a thank you to Local 
Council officials for their continued support and help throughout the year.  Special thanks to 
our outgoing parish clerk Ian Minto, who will take over the role as Responsible Finance 
Officer for the next few months whilst the PC transitions with the new clerk, Danielle 
Stretch. Welcome Danielle. 

Lastly to wish the PC all the very best as I hand over the mantle of Chair at the next PC 
meeting in May. 


