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             Minutes of a MEETING of BARTON PARISH COUNCIL held at 
                Barton Village Hall TUESDAY 21st September 2021 at 7:30 pm

 Present  

Cllrs Sarah Pitchford (Chair), Andrew Martin (AM), Chloe Langford (CL) Shelley Arora (SA), June 
Woolhouse (JUW). 

Apologies: JHJ (but was in attendance via virtual technology although with no voting rights 

Clerk: Ian Minto (IM) 
County Councillor Michael Atkins not present 
District Councillor Ian Sollom  
Members: 9 Quorum: 3 

Public Forum 
5 members of the public were present. One resident wished to offer thanks to the PC for 
organising the excellent refurbishment of the playground roundabout of 1953 vintage. 
The response of the PC to the latest planning application regarding Burwash Manor farm 
was questioned and the points were noted.  
21-22/30 To receive and approve apologies for absence. JHJ but attended virtually via 
protocols. 

21-22/31 To approve the minutes of the Meeting of 6th July 2021. Council RESOLVED 
unanimously (Prop CL Sec AM) to approve and sign the minutes  

21-22/32 To consider matters arising from the minutes. There were none that would not 
be referred to later in the meeting 

21-22/33 To receive declarations of Interest for items on the agenda. JUW is a trustee on 
the Barton Village Hall Committee and represents the PC 

At this point the Chair Cllr SP utilised her discretionary powers under the SO Clause 9.4 to 
alter the order of the agenda to accommodate input from JHJ regarding the Finance and 
Governance working group. 

21-22/36 Finance: To receive reports from Clerk/RFO  

 (36.1) Bank Balances at 31/08/21 current acc. £16737.95 deposit acc. £28427.39 
 (36.2.) To receive and approve payments/receipts and bank reconciliations 
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July/August 2021
Payments: 

 9/07 Lloyds Commercial Credit card fee £3.00  
 15/07 Haven Power Ltd Street lighting £24.97 
 21/07 Crazy Domains via AM Domain name renewal 10yrs £119.40 
 21/07 Rialtas Business a/c Annual support fee £148.80 
 26/07 Clerk salary £460.96 
 26/07 PAYE (Qtly payment) £345.75 
 27/07 Cambridge Water (BRIG & bowls) £148.80 
 27/07 RTW Gardening re hedge cutting Playgroup £195.00 
 09/08 Lloyds Commercial Credit card fee £3.00  
 09/08 RH Landscapes £300, £300, £270, £270 Grass cutting June July Total £1140  
 09/08 SCDC Bin collections (annual in advance) £561.60 
 10/08 Community Heartbeat Trust Defibrillator £3075.00 
 17/08 Haven Power streetlighting £25.67 
 18/08 PKF Littlejohn External audit fee £240.00 
 27/08 Barton Parish Church grant for Parish magazine £300.00 
 27/08 Clerk Salary £460.96 

Receipts 

 12/07 Grant re defibrillator Barton Gardeners £1000 
 26/07 Balance of football hire fees 20-21 season £289.97 
 10/08 Grant re defibrillator Barton Village Charitable trust £1000  

 IM explained that the figures circulated were for 31/08/21 and that subsequently 
the bank balance as at the 21st September had received further income and 
expenditure as below and was for current account £17972.57. The deposit account 
remained unchanged. 

September payments 

 Defibrillator electrical installation £75 
 RH Landscapes Aug £180.00, £180.00, £300.00 
 Credit Card Lloyds commercial £3.00 
 Haven Power Street lighting £23.57 

September receipts 

 Grant from Barton Gardeners £1000.00 (Roundabout) 
 Hire of marquee £50.00 
 Repayment of water fees BRIG £31.55, Bowls Club £188.88 
 Comberton Crusaders DD pitch hire £65.71 
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IM also stated that the total cost for the roundabout repair (referred to in G&F 
report) was £3228.39 and that a further grant from BRIG of £1115 towards the cost 
was expected. In addition, the second part of the precept £15000 was due by 30th

September. 
Council RESOLVED unanimously (prop SP sec AM) to approve the receipts and 
payments.

21-22/37 Council Matters: To receive and discuss circulated updates from the PC working 
groups and resolve on recommendations and actions. 

 (37.1) Governance and Finance  
 a) The annual AGAR Section 3 External Auditor Report for the year ending 
31/3/21 from PKF Littlejohn Accountants, including their limited assurance review letter 
addressed to the PC had been received. The WG observed that all was in order with 
the AGAR report and that IM had posted the statutory notices as appropriate. 
b) Regarding the LHI funding AM had circulated and tabled at the Gov&F meeting a draft 
flyer to be sent out to residents of the village regarding the approved traffic calming 
measures and the need to raise substantial funds to supplement the LHI grant award 
already confirmed. The WG recognised the need to ensure that the messaging of all 
communications (including other working drafts) is consistent regarding fundraising targets 
and expenditure.  
Discussion also focused on the opportunity to register the fundraising as designed for 
charitable purposes either through existing or new charitable vehicles. IM had reported that 
the Barton Village Charitable Trust had been approached as it holds Gift Aid status but due 
to a number of complications identified by the Trustees via consultation with their solicitors 
the BVCT was not deemed a suitable vehicle for LHI bid investment and Gift Aid availability.  
CL was in consultation with a law firm and was awaiting their advice regarding the setting up 
of a separate LHI charitable Trust with Gift Aid potential. Any actions were deferred until CL 
was able to fully report back on the legal advice pending. 
(c) Regarding BRIG the WG were grateful for the contribution offered regarding the 
roundabout refurbishment and suggestions that the sum be handed over at the 10th

anniversary meeting on 18th September at an ‘opening’ of the refurbished roundabout was 
recommended. 
The WG noted that the BRIG AGM would take place on Saturday 18th September 
and that the PC does not have a representative on the BRIG board. After discussion it 
was agreed that the lack of representation was not a major issue as there is regular 
dialogue 
In terms of leases and after collaboration with the Amenities WG, there was a standstill 
after the action plan had been redistributed and PC were awaiting further action from BRIG. 
In addition, there was dissatisfaction with correspondence from the SCDC Legal team who 
appear unwilling even as overall landlords to help with the lease resolution. The matter has 
also been reported to Cllr Ian Sollom. In order to move matters, forward Cllr Langford will 
write to the Charities Commission to ascertain whether the PC could move forward with 
this.  In recent correspondence BRIG has itemised rectifying the underlease and associated 
property matters as part of their intention. 
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d) It was noted that the Annual Parish meeting will be held on 21st October with publicity 
and arrangements being publicised in early October. 
e) In terms of the roundabout it was noted that the discussions following collecting further 
quotes for the work by the Clerk had led to John Boocock and David Hodge be 
commissioned to undertake the work and at the time of the PC meeting it had been 
completed as per budget (£3228.39) and a splendid job had been done and enormous 
gratitude forwarded to John and David. Contributions were made and promised via the 
BVCT and BRIG (total approx. £2000) 
(f) Regarding the Skateboard ramp, a similar assessment of urgent repairs needed  
remains to be addressed and will probably require significant funding. The S106 money from 
the Thwaites development was not forthcoming but it is possible that the builders might 
make a voluntary contribution and they should be formerly approached with CL to 
undertake the task. 
(g) Regarding the entrance to the recreation ground this was to be deferred until the next 
meeting in November. 
(h) Earlier correspondence received by IM from a resident regarding the future of the village 
store/hairdresser/former shoe shop building was revisited. The tenants of the village shop 
would like to renew their lease and expand, but it is proving difficult to engage with the 
Carter family who owns the freehold. Without some certainty and opportunity to discuss 
expansion the economic viability of the village shop could be at risk. Discussion centred on 
whether the PC can intervene in any way. SP agreed to discuss the matter further with the 
tenants and to suggest that access to the Carter family should be possible via the solicitors 
used on the tenancy agreement. The PC is supportive of the protection of a much valued 
village asset but the WG and Cllrs at the meeting agreed that any larger intervention by the 
PC, such as trying to purchase the site for the village would be a very major and potentially 
risky undertaking, and it would take the PC 
into uncharted financial territory.  

The Chair thanked JHJ for his input and the agenda reverted to the publicised format 

21-22/34 To receive County Councillor Report: Michael Atkins had not sent a report and 
was not in attendance. 

21-22/35 To receive District Councillor Report: Ian Sollom had tabled a report which had 
been circulated but also verbally summarised it at the meeting.  
The South Cambs and Cambridge City councils have published the first draft of the new 
Greater Cambridge Local Plan which will now be scrutinised by committee before going to 
public consultation. key points were: 

 The Council has aimed for an exceptionally green plan, with the environment and 
affordability of homes at its very heart. Meeting this need for new homes and jobs 
will mean that people are not priced out of the area, forced into long commutes. For 
all sites, there will be a requirement for the provision of 40% affordable housing.  

 There is a good balance of locations, with only 4% of the proposed new homes in 
rural areas, helping to preserve the character of the villages. The Green Belt is a vital 
tool for protecting the villages of South Cambs from urban sprawl. It is only possible 
to make changes to the Green Belt if there is very strong evidence to justify it. Just 
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four of the sites put forward for the local plan met the very high bar required to 
release Green Belt sites.  

 The plan also pushes as hard as possible to bring environmental benefits and the 
proposals also include suggested new green spaces and wildlife projects. The plan 
also sets a high bar for building standards, including policy recommendations for 
low-carbon building.  

 The council also commissioned strong evidence showing the need to reduce 
drastically the amount of water taken from the groundwater aquifer. The new local 
plan puts constraints on the amount of development if the water supply problem is 
not solved.

Cllr AM asked a question regarding the planning concerns on the west side of Cambridge to 
include Barton and Cllr IS insisted there was robust planning for the maintenance of rural S 
Cambs in the general plans but also there will be a public consultation in late 2021. 

Regarding Burwash Manor and planning, especially the current application to retain the 
playground equipment, Ian has engaged with the planners and environmental health on 
behalf of the Barton residents and also in conjunction with the PC. 
In terms of the ongoing 28 Wimpole Road, Barton House planning application, Ian is in 
contact with the relevant planning officers but due to holidays there had been little 
movement in the overall situation. IS recognised the need for the application to go to full 
planning committee and would support the PC desire for this to happen. 

 (37.2) Traffic and Transport 
(a)  regarding the LHI bid, AM reiterated the points made by JHJ earlier regarding financing 
but also noted that the PC had received today notification from Highways regarding the 
commencement of work on Comberton Road and Haslingfield Road which would change the 
speed limits and add signage to the road and verges. He also stated he was meeting with 
County Councillor Atkins and District Councillor Sollom to describe the LHI plans and discuss 
the ongoing process. 
(b) There was nothing further to report on East West Rail 
(c) The Safer School Streets project on School Lane regarding dropping off and collection 
times is no longer in operation. 
(d) The Clerk had sent an FOI request to Cambs. Police for information regarding the A603 
speed camera but as yet no reply. This will be followed up. The Speedwatch group had met 
4 times and the volunteers were thanked. Speeds continue to be high but more so 
approaching the village.  
(e) In terms of Greenways, the PC had been informed that the project manager of the 
scheme had changed and it is to be hoped the scheme retains the elements beneficial to 
Barton It would appear that £15k has been set aside for work to be done regarding the area 
between the Pond and King’s Grove. There is a degree of nervousness over this as adequate. 
(f) In terms of the Blue Badge parking space the Clerk has written to the school to assess 
their attitude to using one of the existing parking spaces on School Lane on which they are 
the landowners and can simply give permission. If not possible then a more formal, lengthy 
and possibly costly process needs to be engaged in involving CCC Highways which also 
requires public consultation. 



6 

(37.3) Amenities and Open Spaces 

(a) During recent weeks the new Defibrillator has been sited on the Bowls Club and 
connected to their power supply.  IM will contact groups about training, which is proved by 
the Community Heartbeat organisation.  As there is a cap on numbers at 29, it was felt that 
all Councillors and representatives from BVH, BRIG, Bowls club, Tennis club, Football, School 
John Boocock and David Hodge would be offered training first. A photograph of the 
equipment in its position should also be placed on the website, as well as noticeboards. 

Once again thanks accorded to John Boocock and David Hodge and also Ken Gifford and the 
Bowls committee for their response to the request for a location. 

PC grateful to the Barton Gardeners and the BVCT for their generous donations. 

(b) The official 2018/19 grass cutting contract has terminated and was extended to 2020 on 
a temporary basis due to lockdown. However, the PC and working group feel that we should 
have a policy which identifies quite clearly zones for cutting, with specific detail to establish 
the areas for wilding, areas for grass collection, frequency etc.  In line with some of the 
recent thinking in terms of improving our Zero Carbon output, Cllr Langford suggested that 
we should engage with Vince Lea at the Countryside Restoration Trust (CRT) to set up a 
meeting where we can combine some of these ideas.  Once we have a better understanding 
of what we are trying to achieve, we could then go out to tender with a policy to define how 
we wish to move forward with the grass contract. 

(c) IM informed the PC that a bid to claim 6 free trees under an SCDC scheme had been 
successful and that the trees need to be ordered by 31st October. 

(d) plans regarding the Old Brick bus shelter on the playpark will be advanced and had been 
affected by COVID issues. 

(e) The PC will try to contact other local village groups to attempt to co-ordinate a suitable 
celebration of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in 2022. This will include the proposed national 
Queen’s canopy plan. Resident Ideas to be sent to clerk@bartonvillage.org

(37.4) Communications and Community engagement

(a) Litter Picking Weekend 

On Saturday/Sunday 18th & 19th September village litter pick took place. Posters with details 
about it had been posted on the website and noticeboards around the village. Many thanks 
to the 15 volunteers who carried out the work across the two days. Equipment was 
provided by SCDC and arrangements for the collection of bags will take place on Monday 
20th from the High Street end of the recreation ground. All designated areas were visited 
and as a first effort the process was deemed a success. 
(b) The success of the Xmas tree and celebrations last year will hopefully be repeated and 
the Finance WG will be asked for a budget to cover costs to be finalised at the November PC 
meeting. 
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21-22/38 To receive and discuss Planning notifications and judgements 

              21/03843/HFUL:  255 Wimpole Road, erection of detached single storey garage and   

              annexe Deadline 30th sept. The PC will submit a supportive response  

 21/03611/HFUL: 75 Wimpole Rd, side and rear extension, balcony and roof 
alterations, erection of replacement garage/studio. PC will submit supportive 
response 

 20/04804/FUL: 28 Wimpole Road, Barton House. The PC again engaged with County 
and Youth Services, with Holben Close and Wimpole Road residents, with District 
Councillor and with the Planning Officer to ensure submissions were made. 
Recommendation to go to full planning committee was submitted. Progress awaited.

 21/02524/FUL: Burwash Manor demolition and conversion existing agricultural 
buildings 
update: PC Submission made with comments regarding traffic and parking issues and 
other potential constraints after discussion with relevant residents and officers. 

 21/03587/FUL: Burwash Manor retention of two pieces of play equipment
In response to the earlier public comment Chair SP explained the processes involved and 
that the PC had fulfilled the tasks to submit a response and that the submission 
collectively represented all the views of the PC members and addressed the evident 
issues. It is fully understood that it is a highly contentious application and has a live and 
previous enforcement notices relating to it. The PC has liaised with both the planning 
officer and the District Councillor to assist and forcefully recommends the application 
goes to full planning committee. 

 21/02805/HFUL: 96 Cambridge Rd rear extension Approved by planning dept.
IM noted two applications that had arrived on the day of the meeting that need 
commenting upon and discussion.

21-22/39 To receive and discuss report regarding BRIG. Once again BRIG were thanked for 
their contribution to the roundabout refurbishment.

21-22/40 To receive and discuss report regarding Barton Village Hall. JUW had attended 
the BVH meeting as the PC rep and a trustee. She reported that there was to be a general 
increase in the Hall hire fees and that after discussion the rent payable by the snooker club 
would also be increased  

21-22/41 To receive and discuss Clerk’s report and correspondence 

(a) IM had received another report regarding the pond showing it to be in a healthy 
condition and habited by a good number of fish. Thanks also to John Boocock and David 
Hodge for their work clearing and controlling the reeds and other vegetation. 

21-22/42 To receive Neighbourhood Watch report. SP presented a verbal Neighbourhood 
Watch report once again indicating that email scams and fraudulent activity were increasing 
dramatically and residents need to beware. Please report such scams. 
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Date of Next Parish Council meeting: Tuesday 2nd November 2021 BVH 7:30 pm  

Date of Annual Parish Meeting: Thursday October 21st at BVH 7:30 pm (TBC) 

meeting closed:    21:20                                                                   signatory Chair: 
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