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             Minutes of a VIRTUAL MEETING of BARTON PARISH COUNCIL  

                                           TUESDAY 3rd November 2020 at 7:30 pm 

                         via video conferencing technology under Section 78 of the Coronavirus Act 2020 

         Present  

Cllrs Sarah Pitchford (SP), John Howland Jackson (JHJ), Andrew Martin (AJM), Will Westlake (WW) and Mike Radford (MR)  

Clerk: Ian Minto (IM)  

District Councillor Ian Sollom  

Members: 9 Quorum: 3 

 

The open forum for public participation 

 9 members of the public attended remotely.  
one resident asked how long the ‘ugly untidy traffic obstructions’ as temporary traffic calming would be in place. Cllr 

Martin responded saying that the official date would be Feb 2022 but that there had been problems and 
communication was ongoing with Highways Officers regarding the matter. The PC had commented that the 
temporary trial was not as successful as hoped. Further discussion would be had under the Traffic Report. 
Th resident also asked if the PC were aware of the latest Barton House development via the website of 
Layla Educates. Chair responded saying the PC was aware and that further details would be discussed in 
the Planning Section. 
It was noted a number of residents of Wimpole Rd were present specifically concerning updates regarding 
the EWR developments and they posed a question for the District Councillor as to the response. 
 
                                                                                       Minutes 

20-21/40 
To receive and approve apologies for absence: Cllr June Woolhouse (JUW), Cllr Chloe 

Langford (CL), County Cllr Lina Nieto 

20-21/41 

To Co-opt a new councillor. 

 The PC were pleased to announce that Shelley Arora, a Barton resident was willing and 
wishing to join the PC. Cllrs had met with Shelley and much discussion had taken place. IM 
had sent Shelley the various forms and copies of both statutory and other relevant 
Councillor documents. Shelley had returned the co-option questionnaire which had been 
circulated. In accordance with the Coronavirus Act 2020 Shelley can be co-opted in the 
meeting but could not participate as a councillor and would need to sign the statutory 
Declaration of Acceptance of Office in the presence of Chair and Clerk the following day. 

Council RESOLVED to co-opt Shelley Arora (Prop SP sec AM) unanimously 

20-21/42 
To approve the minutes of the Meeting of 8th Sept 2020.  

The minutes were approved unanimously (Prop SP Sec JHJ) and signed by the chair in view 
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of those present.  

20-21/43 
   To consider matters arising from the minutes There were none that would not be covered 
   in the meeting 

20/21/44 
  To receive declarations of Interest for items on the agenda:  
SP noted that planning references to 11 Comberton road related to her property and that 
as a Trustee of Barton Village Hall (BVH) she had an interest in that report 

20/21/45 
To receive County Councillor Report: Lina had sent a report for August which had been 
circulated but was unable to make the meeting. Lina’s report is on the PC website 

20/21/46 

To receive District Councillor Report:  

Cllr Ian Sollom’s report had been circulated but he added some details via a verbal update 
He referred to the C2C project stating that the Mayor is now on the GCP group and has 
submitted an independently prepared alternative route plan. There is still no clear 
proposal or process forward to finalise this scheme. 

Regarding the Barton House ‘school’ development, Ian has raised the issue with District 
and County Councillors and whilst the regulations from the Education perspective are   
somewhat of a low barrier, those from Planning are much more stringent especially in 
terms of ‘change of use’. Liaison with Ian will continue. 

In terms of the EWR project and in answering the public question, Ian stated there would 
in near future be a briefing for District Cllrs by Anthony Browne and EWR. A key issue is 
the compatibility of the options being presented to Ministers with the SC Local plan. An 
identified issue concerns EWR regarding it is a ‘transport project’ but the reality of it being 
a ‘development project’ to include housing along the whole route. At present the whole 
project has a low benefit/cost ratio and it appears the corridor E does not provide ideal 
housing development potential. Other issues involve the location of the station in 
Cambourne to be a N Cambourne one and the potential issues of approaching Cambridge. 
Cllr Andy Martin asked if the ‘bigger picture’ of reducing traffic through Hardwick, 
Comberton and Barton was in serious consideration in the discussions. Ian replied that 
EWR were not addressing that issue and essentially traffic problems and solutions are the 
responsibility of the GCP. There is to be a new GCP ‘City Access’ project with initial details 
shortly to be released. However, there is very slow progress to this project. Ian will keep 
the PC updated. 

Cllr Sarah Pitchford requested that Ian clarify with the SCDC Officer as to when the £200 
COVID grant recently applied for would be released. 

Ian was thanked for his contributions and left the meeting at 19:59 

   20/21/47  Finance: To receive reports from Clerk/RFO 

Bank Balances at 31/10/20: Current Account: £15979.33 Instant Access: £28427.39 

a) To receive AGAR report from external Auditors 
IM reported that the auditors PKF Littlejohn had sent their final report and that all was in 
order in terms of the Governance and Finance of the PC. The relevant statutory documents 
were now published on the website (under ‘Finance’) and on the PC noticeboard and in 
accordance with the timings proposed by Section 78 of the Coronavirus Act 2020 

b) To receive and approve payments and receipts 

Payments for Approval Sept/Oct 2020 

Unity Trust bank 

  9/9 Lloyds bank PLC credit card fee     3.00 

11/9 SAE Pitchford re hand sanitisers and liquid 122.40 
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20-21/48 

Council Matters: To receive and discuss updates from the PC working 
groups and resolve on recommendations and actions   
a) Governance and Finance: 

1) 20-21 Budget reconciliation and 21-22 Draft 

All 

 

 

11/9 SLCC Enterprises Clerk Training fee   30.00 

11/9 Haven Power Street lighting (£8.34 + £148.53)   156.87 

24/9 BRIG Hire of Pavilion TTTWG session    48.00 

24/9 Clerk salary  439.84 

24/9 St Peter’s Church Grant for Parish magazine 2019-20 and 
2020-21 2x£300 

 600.00 

24/9 Mel Pooley Rec vertidraining fee  275.00 

30/9 Unity bank Service qtly charge     18.00 

12/10 Credit Card fee (£3.00) + Printer cartridges (£40.99)    43.99 

15/10 Haven Power Ltd street lighting (£7.96 + £143.75)  151.71 

19/10 CAPALC Cllr training fee    35.00 

19/10 HMRC PAYE July-sept  329.80 

19/10 RH Landscapes Rec cutting aug-sept  450.00 

19/10 RH Landscapes Verge Cutting Aug  300.00 

19/10 RH Landscapes Play Area cutting aug/sept  450.00 

19/10 RH Landscapes General village maintenance (overhanging 
etc) 

 510.00 

26/10 PKF Littlejohn LLP External audit fee  240.00 

26/10 Clerk Salary Oct  439.64 

26/10 Geoxphere Ltd Parish Online mapping service    76.80 

29/10 RTW Landscaping removal of fallen trees on Rec ground   200.00 

Receipts Unity Trust Bank Sept/Oct 

25/9 SCDC Precept part two 12500.00 

1/10 Bowls Club water fees recharge      154.82 

5/10 Comberton Crusaders Pitch hire (SO)         70.15 

6/10 Comberton Crusaders Pitch hire (SO)         70.15 

6/10 Comberton Crusaders Pitch hire (SO)         70.15 

15/10 Anglian Water/Wave Non sewerage return rebate (2018-20)    1089.90 

All payments and receipts scheduled for sept/oct 2020 and the circulated Bank 
reconciliations were approved unanimously (prop SP sec AM) 

c) To Approve the Clerk salary 2020-21 as per the Documents circulated.  
The Clerk outlined the salary agreement forwarded by NALC in association with the decision 
by the National Joint Council (NJC) to be implemented from 1st April 2020. 
After discussion the PC RESOLVED unanimously (Prop JHJ Sec AM) to accept the 
relevant scale point LC1 10 including the one SCP point annual increment and the 
backdating of pay to 1st April 2020. 
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The draft budget had been tabled and Cllr JHJ outlined key 
recommended points and budget figures including retaining the Precept 
at £25000 for the forthcoming year, the potential removal of the annual 
Insurance payment to BVH and the willingness of the PC to pay relevant 
hire charges. The coding of certain payments on the software needs to 
be changed and will be done before the final resolution of the budget at 
the Jan PC meeting. The draft budget shows a small surplus but it is 
recognised that certain ‘special projects’ such as contribution to LHI 
costs and the need for further lease related legal fees are not included 
and should come from reserves as a once only hit. The reserves are 
sufficient. Some work is still needed regarding finalising some projected 
expenditure items such as grass cutting.  The adjustments would be 
made and an informal meeting called in December to assess the final 
draft to be taken to the January PC meeting for the final Resolution 

2) LHI bid and private finance 
Cllr Martin highlighted that the survey of attending residents at the 
public meeting on traffic showed over 50% were in favour of raising the 
Precept to help pay for the LHI bid and share the costs across the 
village. IM had provided comparisons to show what a raise would mean 
for the council tax based on SCDC latest information. As an example, a 
raise to 27000 would increase CT from £63.58 to £68.67 pa and a raise 
to £30000 would be an increase to £76.29 pa 
The discussions identified the principle of using reserves since the LHI 
bid is a multiyear one versus the spreading of the cost to all. The 
outcome of the LHI bid is not yet known. The public meeting also 
identified potential sources of private funding for aspects of the 
scheme. In addition, more information is needed regarding any 
crossover with the Barton Greenways Scheme. 
More thought is needed and final decision will be deferred to Jan 
meeting 

3) Annual precept. IM clarified the receipt of the 21-22 Precept 
information and the deadline for a response with final request is 
January 20th 2021. Final decision at Jan PC meeting 

4) IM had contacted Royal Mail and the provision of an external PC Letter  
box at BVH is approved with £50 fee plus approx. £40 for the box. 
Thanks are given to the BVH committee for their permission. 

5) After much discussion IM has secured the re-institution of the ‘non  
return to sewage ‘discount regarding the Bowls Club and BRIG. This has 
also been backdated. Currently the account stands at £1089 in credit 
and calculations as to refunds to both are ongoing. 

6) The recommended Privacy notice and data protection policy  
including use of PC email addresses had been tabled for approval. JHJ 
outlined significant points and the responsibilities of Cllrs and in 
particular the procedure for opting out by the two Cllrs not using their 
dedicated PC email address. Council RESOLVED unanimously to 
approve the Privacy notice and data protection policy (prop JHJ sec 
AM). The clerk was instructed to convey the letter to the Cllrs not using 
PC emails outlining the procedures and to get them signed and returned 
forthwith. 
 

7) In terms of a leases update and in the absence of Cllr Chloe Langford, 
JHJ reported that there were still substantive legal issues involving the 
original drafting, the area demised and rights granted and the 
identification of the landlords and obtaining consent of SCDC. There are 

 

Lead Cllr for 
each group 
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ongoing discussions between SCDC and BPC and until this matter is 
resolved, no further steps can be taken on any of the leases.   

 
b) Amenities and Open Spaces 

1) Playground safety inspection Date. The Inspection company do not issue  
dates for inspections and due to COVID there is a backlog 

2) Resolution of the issue of the potholes at entrance to Rec is deferred 
pending further advice 

3) Rec Low gate – Opening/Closing task. Cllr SP has been doing these tasks 
almost a whole year and new volunteers are needed before Dec 1st 

4) Wings for Life event on the Rec as part of World Race 9th May 2021 has 
been approved and a meeting will be held on 18th Nov to ascertain 
further details 

5) Further to Cllr Sollom’s information this item was moved to the Planning 
section 

6) Re-iterated thanks to BVH regarding the post box.  
7) The hedge separating playgroup from the allocated parking in school 

Lane has been cut following a request. 
8) PC noticeboard quotes are being sought and a consensus sought as to 

type.  
9) The PC has applied for a Zero Carbon Grant for £1500. as yet no 

confirmation available. 
10) The low brick wall near the Post Office is in a state of disrepair and 

crumbling and the Clerk has written a letter to Carters who have agreed 
to repair it. 

11) Cycling sign on the corner of Kings Grove has become dismantled. Clerk 
has reported to CCC Highways 

12) Clerk has corresponded with Comberton Village College regarding doing 
their PE cycle rides through the village and beyond.  As this creates a 
long stream of traffic to pedestrians, a gentle reminder to CVC which 
are the cycle paths through Barton was mentioned. No complaint about 
the CVC students behaviour was mentioned just a health and safety 
issue A positive response had been received.  

13) In addition, the Clerk was instructed to communicate with Comberton, 
Hardwick, Toft PCs reminding them to follow the appropriate cycling 
signs. As there have been recent accidents as well as near misses on 
New Road footway. 

c)  Traffic, Transport & Travel 
   Councillors listened to updates from Cllr Martin and discussed 
    the situation 

1) Cllr Andy Martin continued to develop the updates on the PC 
work regarding the LHI bid. The LHI bid had been submitted and 
acknowledged and a specific officer will be assigned and lead a 
detailed look into proposals and costings. 
Two residents had been co-opted onto the Traffic group and 
evidence was still being collected via MVAS although the CCC 
Highways data from their data loggers had been corrupted. There 
was continued communication between the PC and CCC. In 
addition, Speedwatch was continuing subject to COVID 
regulations and two new approved locations on the A603 were 
providing key data. 
The TTO regarding the 20-mph limit and test chicanes put in by 
CCC Highways was as already mentioned a cause for concern. The 
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difference in speed was marginal being 28 to 26 average, the 
correct signage was not in place and the location of the chicanes 
was questionable and a number of residents had complained. 
Further meetings were imminent. The Clerk was instructed to 
write officially to the school bus companies to ensure they are 
aware and insist they adhere to the speed limit on the High St. 
There was a recent incident in School Lane involving verbal abuse 
of a member of School staff engaged in traffic management 
during school drop off time. The PCSO and Highways have been 
informed and a TTO for School Lane closure at the specific drop 
off and pick up times. School traffic management features in the 
LHI bid. The PC is supportive of these initiatives.  
Council RESOLVED unanimously to authorise Cllr Andy Martin to 
act on behalf of the PC in liaison with the school and other 
authorities (Prop SP sec WW) 

2) In terms of the EWR project a good deal of work had happened. 
Cllrs and the Clerk had attended zoom meetings with Cambridge 
Approaches and had organised a meeting with PC’s North of the 
A603 to discuss mutual interests and actions. Cllr Martin had 
engaged in a meeting with EWR and MP Anthony Browne and 
had also had a personal zoom meeting with Anthony Brown. At 
present EWR are not deviating from their zone E idea but in 
answers to Cllr Martin and other residents in contact have stated 
no final decision has been made. The PC has also engaged with 
the CambBedRail group who were part of the EWR scheme 
between Bedford to Cambourne and are promoting a Northerly 
route via Cambourne via Northstowe to Cambridge North station. 
EWR have rejected this at present but lobbying is still ongoing. 
Cllr Martin screenshared the CambBed route map. The PC will be 
further briefed by this group at meeting in early December 
Cllr Martin re-iterated the extra complications of the Mayors 
alternative C2C plans and GCP reactions and the lack of solutions 
to traffic problems. Much discussion is ongoing and SP thanked 
AM for his diligent work and hoped that residents understood 
the PC was heavily engaged in the issue. 

3) The Barton Greenways project stage 2 had received budgetary 
approval (£10m) at a recent GCP meeting and contracts are being 
evaluated currently with the work in approx. 2024-25. There are 
clearly potential crossovers with both EWR and C2C projects and 
it is firmly hoped this can be mutually beneficial to help solve 
traffic issues including cycling. 
Communications and Community Engagement 
SP reported that a problem with the password protected Cllrs 
only section was now fixed. 
The PC had added a FOBS page on the website. 
The PC would like a volunteer with interest or expertise in 
website functions to approach with a view to assisting 

20-21/49 There was no report regarding BRIG SP 

20-21/50  SP 
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20-21/51 

To receive and discuss Clerk’s Report/Correspondence 

1) The holding zone consultation regarding Heathrow expansion was not 
really relevant to Barton residents as it was mainly over Huntingdon/St 
Neots. 

2) Council deferred a decision or discussion regarding a further 
defibrillator until further costings completed. 

3) The CCC Officers responsible for knotweed had visited and clarified 
that the area on the Barton/Granchester pathway was on their work 
schedule. 

4) Two elm trees had fallen on the Rec and had been removed by RTW  
5) A resident had contacted asking if a ceramic cat could be put on the 

tree stump by the pond. Information that even the owl currently 
present was part of a jape was given and after discussion Council 
decided to not allow the suggestion on health and safety grounds. The 
Clerk was instructed to formally write to the resident 

IM 

20-21/52 

To receive and discuss Planning notifications and judgements  

IM reported on the following current planning applications 

a)20/03949/REM  15 Comberton Road Barton CB23 7BA  

Approval of matters reserved for appearance, landscaping, layout, scale and 
tree protection following outline planning permission S/4331/18/OL for 
demolition of existing house and construction of 3 new houses. Consultation 
expires 6/11/20 

Following replies from Cllrs, talks with residents and a conversation with the 
planning officer IM circulated a proposed comments document outlining the 
neutral approach by the PC in that whilst there was support for the 
development there were issues with the safe traffic management of the 
construction process regarding the B1046 and the avoidance of depositing 
mud everywhere on the shared access. In addition, some issues regarding the 
increased scale of the development from the outline were highlighted. The 
S106 monies due were also asked to be clarified. 

After discussion the PC RESOLVED unanimously to submit the proposed 
comments (Prop SP Sec AM) 

b) 20/04207/HFUL 22 Roman Hill Barton CB23 7AX 

Single storey front and rear extensions and two storey side extension with 
internal remodelling. Consultation ends 13/11/20 awaiting Cllr comments  

c) 20/03908/HFUL 2 Roman Hill Barton CB23 7AX 

Proposed annex to provide accommodation for a family member. PC sent 
response seeking clarification regarding tree removal and replacing. 

d) 20/04064/HFUL 11 Comberton Road Barton CB23 7BA 

Single storey rear extension. Consultation expires 20/11/20 Comments being 
submitted 

e) 20/01206 CONDA 118 High St White Horse Council Comments sent and 
submission of details required by condition 5 (Traffic Management Plan) of 
planning permission 20/01206/FUL sent for information only 
f) 20/02162/HFUL 63A Wimpole Rd. Granted Permission 
g) Barton House update. 
    IM reported his meeting with representatives of Layla Estates and the lady  
    owning the property. Whilst cordial it was obvious that the current   
     development within the grounds was to facilitate some form of educational 
     activity but that this was within the application that had been passed. The 
     original ‘school’ plans having been withdrawn. IM had outlined robustly the  
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     PC support of the issues raised by residents regarding the use of Holben  
     Close as the transport of any ‘pupils’ and stated that such would be objected 
     to in the new planning application which is imminent. Any change of use of 
     the residential buildings would also be objected to strongly. The clerk had  
     written to Planning Enforcement twice but frustratingly they can only be 
     reactive if planning agreements are breached. Investigations of the Layla 
     Educates website currently show clear intent to have educational activity  
     and staff are being recruited. The next planning application is imminent 
     and any actions now must wait. However, the back gate to the rec was  
     updated and a threshold and small pathway put in place. The clerk  
     instructed that this be removed since no permission to erect on the Leys 
    had been sought from either Barton PC as tenants or SCDC the landlords. 
    The intentions are clear but until the new planning application is received  
    any actions are held in abeyance. 

20-21/53 
To receive Neighbourhood Watch Report 

 This report is on the PC website 
SP/IM 

 Next Council Meeting: January 5th 2021 to be confirmed if remote    

 Future Meeting: March 2nd 2021 to be confirmed if remote  

 Meeting Closed       21:47                                                     Chair                                                            


