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             Minutes of a VIRTUAL MEETING of BARTON PARISH COUNCIL 
TUESDAY 7th July 2020 at 7:30 pm 

                         via video conferencing technology under Section 78 of the Coronavirus Act 2020 

Present  

           Cllrs Sarah Pitchford (SP), John Howland Jackson (JHJ), Andrew Martin (AJM), Chloe Langford (CL) 

Clerk: Ian Minto (IM)  
County Councillor Lina Nieto 
District Councillor Ian Sollom  
absent Cllrs Mike Radford (MR) and Will Westlake (WW) 
Members: 9 Quorum: 3 

The open forum for public participation 
 2 members of the public attended remotely.  
One resident thanked all those present who had helped in the Village during lockdown and this was echoed by the 
other resident present.  Specific thanks were offered to Cllr Andy Martin for his work in finalising the operational 
capability of the new PC website. The resident commented on the fact that only 4 of 7 councillors were present, 
although one had sent apologies.
                                                                                       Minutes

20-21/14 To receive and approve apologies for absence: Cllr June Woolhouse (JUW),  

20-21/15 To approve the minutes of the Meeting of 3rd March 2020. The minutes were approved 
unanimously and signed by the chair in view of those present. 

20/21/16  To consider matters arising from the minutes There were none that would not be covered 
in the meeting

20/21/17 
  To receive declarations of Interest for items on the agenda:
SP outlined that she reports on the BVH matters as a trustee of BVH and declares an interest
In that capacity. 

20/21/18 

To receive County Councillor Report: Lina had sent a report for May which had been 
circulated but gave a verbal report to cover June in advance of a written report.  
Lina gave thanks to all the Barton volunteers whose excellent efforts were much 
appreciated by County officials.  
She had circulated the ‘Control Plan for Local Outbreak’ of COVID19 and Clerk confirmed 
had been circulated.  
It was a pleasure to report that Libraries were now open with COVID regulations 
applicable and that a range of on-line public courses were also available from the County 
Council.  
Comberton VC was selected to act as a pilot for a project on renewable energy 
Thanks, were offered to the Barton Traffic and Transport team for sterling efforts in data 
collection in preparation for the village LHI bid. Lina is being wholly and highly supportive 
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of the efforts. She promised to chase up with Highways Officers the results of the Barton 
School Traffic Petition. She re-iterated that strong community engagement was a key 
factor in LHI bidding. 

20/21/19 

To receive District Councillor Report:  
Cllr Ian Sollom gave a verbal report  
He reported on the Local Plan Green Survey and stressed the importance of local 
knowledge and help regarding Green Infrastructure and the hope to map all green spaces. 
There is a deadline of 27th July for the information 
Ian outlined the changes in planning law and suggested more work needs to be done to 
fully understand the implications. 
Ian announced that the SCDC Zero Carbon Grants scheme was open again. It now has 3 
themes, cycling, community buildings and trees. 
Barton PC has been awarded an Agricole oil club rebate of £635 
Ian outlined the latest news on the GCP Greenways project. Work to be done on the 
Comberton end of the cycleway. Further work on the Barton Greenway is provisionally 
scheduled for the Autumn. 
Regarding the Cambourne to Cambridge (C2C) traffic route, Ian reported the plans 
announced recently had been withdrawn for further consultation. 

   20/21/20  Finance: To receive reports from Clerk/RFO 
Bank Balances at 18/05/20: Current Account: £12384.49: Instant Access: £28,427.39 

a) All payments and receipts scheduled below were approved unanimously 
Unity Trust bank Payments 

6 Jun    Lloyds Commercial Credit card fee       3.00 

15 Jun Haven Power DD street Lighting 156.87 

To be paid June 

24 Jun Parish Council Websites Balance Website hosting to June 1/6/21 (228.00)  818.76 

24 Jun CAPALC Cllr Training fee    75.00 

24 Jun Cambs County Council final streetlighting balance before changeover  211.49 

24 Jun RH Landscaping Rec ground x 3   270.00 

24 Jun RH Landscaping Verge Cutting x 1  300.00 

24 Jun   RH Landscaping playground  270.00 

24 Jun Clerk Salary  439.84 

24 Jun Margaret Penston re Ionos fees Jan-June 2020 old website    43.14 

24 Jun Diane Bayliss Internal audit fees  100.00 

24 Jun CAPALC GDPR scheme fee     50.00 

Receipts Unity Trust Bank Receipts 

17 Jun Cambs County Council   Grass cutting grant  2404.51 

b)IM referred to the Audit documents which had been discussed at Governance and 
Finance working group and recommended for approval  and circulated to Council. He 
reported that the Internal Audit report showed that all the internal control objectives had 
been met and outlined the key points to improve for next year. This concerned the need 
to show the payments/receipts made on the minutes and not as an appendix and also to 
state the amounts for quotations on the minutes not just the fact that quotes had been 
sought and received. IM informed Council that the statutory dates for the period in which 
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20-21/21 

Council Matters: To receive and discuss updates from the PC working 
groups and resolve on recommendations and actions   
a) Governance and Finance: 

The report had been circulated to Cllrs and JHJ outlined the 
following detail 
1) The Standing Orders review had been completed in line with the 

new NALC template and some changes of Council behaviours 
such as internet banking. Cllr CL was instrumental in assuring 
the legal detail was accurate. G&FWG had recommended 
approval. Cllrs should read the new SO’s in conjunction with the 
Code of Conduct, note the requirement to submit WG reports to 
the Clerk 10 days before PC meeting agenda issued and note the 
Data Protection clauses.  Following discussion and experience it 
was suggested that a section be added to cover the need for an 
induction programme for new Cllrs to include the expectation to 
attend Cllr training.  Cllrs approved this additional clause and 
Council RESOLVED unanimously (prop JHJ sec SP) to approve 
the Standing Orders 

2) The Financial Regulations were also recommended for approval 
and had been circulated. It was noted that a PC Grants Policy 
needed updating and this would be considered at the next G&F 
WG meeting.  Council RESOLVED unanimously (prop JHJ sec CL) 
to accept and approve the Financial Regulations. 

3) The Data Protection and Privacy policy notice is not yet finalised 
and Council await updating from a training session to be 
attended by IM in August. Models had been consulted and it 
was noted that it is critical for the policy to be strictly followed 
by all.IM explained that cyber insurance was available through 
the insurance company but costs £350 pa and requires each 
device to have commercial standard firewalls. Also expressed 
was the need for ex councillors to expunge or return all PC data. 

4) The Freedom of Information policy also requires further 
discussion and specifically concerning how to contact the Clerk 
and how to ensure Clerk has a postal access for the public 
without personal addresses being used. Council deferred to the 
next meeting and G&F WG will work on the research. 

5) The communications policy draft had been circulated. The 

All 

Lead Cllr for 
each group 

the exercise of public rights to inspect the accounts was set as 13th July to 21st August. The 
requisite documents would be placed on both the PC website and the noticeboard on 
Sunday 12th July. 
Council RESOLVED unanimously (prop JHJ, sec CL) to approve section 1 The Annual 
Governance statement 2019/20. Council RESOLVED unanimously (Prop SP,sec AM) to 
approve section 2 Accounting Statements 2019/20. SP signed the documents as 
appropriate. IM would send the documents to PFK Littlejohn the external auditors 
together with a statutory proforma outlining any variances  +/- 15% over the previous 
years figures. These were due to the payment of a £7300 bill to CCC for LHI work 
completed in 2016 but not received until 2019 and the spending from reserves on new 
website, legal work re new leases regarding the recreation ground,the MVAS traffic kit 
and the new high bar gate on the recreation ground. 
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website has been reviewed for compliance with access 
requirements and will be updated annually. The review will 
include analytics of usage. Points to note were discussed 
including procedures if no clerk present at meetings . PC 
discussed the appointment of a webmaster and RESOLVED 
unanimously (prop SP sec JHJ) to appoint Cllr Andrew Martin to 
the role of webmaster. 

6) The request by Utility Aid to sign a new letter of authority to 
commence in 2022/23, to act on behalf of the PC to secure 
street lighting contracts was approved and Council RESOLVED
unanimously (prop JHJ sec SP) to authorise IM to sign the form 
and send to Utility Aid. 

7) A request for funding had been received from the Village Church 
treasurer. This was discussed and IM informed Council that the 
legal situation regarding this was complex revolving around  
legislation from 1894, 1972 and 2011 and some case law. In 
essence the balance of practice recommended by the SLCC and 
NALC was that funding was not allowed. However, IM was asked 
to check that contributions to help fund the Parish Magazine 
which is delivered to and benefits all residents was allowable. 
This would be conveyed to the church personnel. 

8) The proposed new bus shelter on New Road requested by 
residents and conveyed to the PC via John Boocock had been 
discussed. Permission for the new shelter required that 
Highways approved the structure and location. Highways 
officers had twice assessed the situation and refused permission 
for the designed structure and would only allow CCC Highways 
approved structures. These were three times the cost of the 
design John Boocock had suggested. The PC had empathy with 
the request but did not have a new bus stop on its budget and 
budgetary priority was with traffic affairs for this year. Following 
discussion, the matter was deferred until a later date. 

b) Amenities and Open Spaces 
1) The Heads of terms and Lease situations with BRIG, The Bowls 

Club and the Tennis Club were in abeyance during the COVID 
period as the legal personnel were furloughed or otherwise 
engaged. The process to re-activate is in place and the main 
issue is to obtain permission to secure from SCDC for underlet 
leases. The services of Cambridge ACRE is also being engaged in 
relation to the BRIG lease  

2) A great deal of research and communication had been done in 
terms of updating and managing the recreation ground during 
COVID and ensuring re-opening was managed effectively and 
within all regulations and advice. The Tennis Club were following 
both the Government legislation, the PC rules and those of the 
LTA. Bowls were about to re-open under similar circumstances 
and the children’s play area had re-opened under strict 
regulations and a lot of preparatory work by Cllrs. Advice had 
been sought from Gov websites, NALC, SLCC, the PC Insurers 
and the play park inspection company. 
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3) SP reported effective tree cutting and good community relations 
on Wimpole Road to ensure the speed camera can be seen. A 
question was raised with Highways regarding two cars parked 
on the end of the bus stop by the recreation ground entrance on 
Wimpole Road. Highways reported the cars are not illegally 
parked and the bus company still use the bus stop. 

4) PC had granted permission to Comberton Gymnastics Club to do 
some stretching based outdoor training on the recreation 
ground. IM drew up a conditions of use document in line with 
the prevailing COVID regulations. 

5) The PC had received communication from the Communities 
Capital Fund to state the money had been utilised for this year 
but the PC will endeavour to apply next year although the 
funding is of a matched nature. it had been a plan to utilise the 
s106 money in the accounts as a basis  
Council discussed a renewal of the basketball area and proposed 
to use the S106 money available in the accounts (£3300).IM 
asked to urgently secure a third quote.The quotes were as 
follows: John Cobb and Sons £4165 incl VAT and Anglia 
Resurfacing £3100 incl VAT although the second quote figure for 
line marking needs confirmation (approx. £500). Council  
RESOLVED unanimously (prop SP sec CL) to utilise the S106 
money for the purpose of renewing the basketball court area 
following receipt of another suitable quote. The intention was to 
get this done asap to be ready for the school holidays. 

c) Traffic, Transport & Travel 
1) Cllr Martin had circulated interesting data from the MVAS and 

communication with CCC Highways is constant. The data is also 
being posted on the website and the The PC also acknowledges 
the support of Lina Nieto our county councillor in these matters. 

2) the data loggers ordered and supplied by CCC came in the week 
in which lockdown occurred but CCC will re-use at no cost with 
the details to be arranged. 

3) AM will circulate Cllrs to arrange an informal meeting to discuss 
the LHI bid. 

d) Communications and Community Engagement 
1) Cllr AM gave a brief update on the new website  
2) The Communications policy was further discussed in the light of 

community communications and effective ways of managing 
this. 

20-21/22 

SP reported that this is an item on the PC Agenda as a channel of 
communication and clarified that no one on the current PC is a trustee 
of BRIG and entitled to attend their meetings excepting the AGM. 
However, the receipt of a COVID Business Grant of £10k was noted. 

SP 

20-21/23 
SP is a trustee of BVH and can report on their meetings however COVID 
regulations had meant a meeting had taken place via email. The receipt 
of a COVID Business Grant of £10k was noted 

SP 

20-21/24 To receive and discuss Clerk’s Report/Correspondence IM 
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1) IM reported the statutory deadline for an election of a Cllr had passed 
following the resignation of Paul Williams. The PC was at liberty to co-
opt though there had been no interest so far. There are two vacancies 
and the position will be posted on the PC website. 

2) IM had met with officials from CCFC who would like to utilise the pitch 
again next season for their U13 and U14 teams. The fee would be 
negotiated when the FA finally issue guidelines for post COVID 
community football. Council RESOLVED unanimously (prop JHJ sec SP) 
to approve the use by CCFC 

3) IM further reported on the Agricole Oil Club rebate of £635 awarded to 
Barton PC as reported by Cllr Sollom. It was to be used for a new PC 
noticeboard with quotes currently being sought. Council RESOLVED 
unanimously (prop SP sec AM) to enable IM to receive quotes and to 
utilise the grant for the purpose of obtaining a new noticeboard.

4) IM reported on the Bowls Club request to add an extension to their 
shed. In principle the PC supports this but Cllr CL stated that there is a 
legal issue to clarify regarding the new underlet lease, the current BC 
lease and the lease between BPC and SCDC. 

5) Thanks were given to the Barton Guides for their excellent work 
cleaning the various road signs around the village. Well done. 

6) Following a request, Council discussed and approved the idea of 
offering some space on the new website for the Barton WI. There are 
two WI’s in Barton and the offer will be given to both. 

20-21/25 

To receive and discuss Planning notifications and judgements 
IM reported on the following:   
The planning notices had all been circulated and responses from Cllrs 
according to protocol had been or were in the process of being 
delivered.  A resident contacted IM regarding the planning application 
for 63A Wimpole Road with some historical evidence of the lack of ‘right 
of way ‘to facilitate the proposal and also an issue regarding the 
preservation of the hedge concerned. IM contacted the Planning Officer 
and had been informed that ‘right of way’ is not a planning issue but a 
civil one. IM and SP suggest that IM submits a PC response which states 
not specific material issues with the application but a contextual one 
and stating all the reasons and views of the residents. IM also advised 
the residents to ensure they comment as well. 
Otherwise the planning notifications were approved 
a) 22 Mailes Close Barton CB23 7BQ Reference: 20/01597/HFUL Approved
b) 28 Wimpole Road Barton CB23 7AB Reference: 20/01698/HFUL (an altered 
planning application re Barton House) Approved 
c) Address: 28 Wimpole Road Barton CB23 7AB 
Reference: 20/01698/HFUL Approved 
d) Address: 6 Roman Hill Barton Cambridge 
Reference: 20/01838/HFUL Approved 
g) Proposal: Laying of brick/stone patio in enclosed garden, take down and 
replacement of two existing sheds (one at front elevation and one at rear), 
installation of garden gate in garden hedgerow adjacent to access road 
Site address: 63A Wimpole Road Barton CB23 7AB 
Reference: 20/02162/HFUL 
Public Access Link: https://applications.greatercambridgeplanning.org/online-
applications/PLAN/20/02162/HFUL 
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h) Proposal: Change of use of the existing agricultural field to a woodland 
burial ground utilising the existing access to the site. 
Site address: The Lodge Barton Woodland Burial Ground Comberton Road 
Reference: 20/02454/FUL 
Public Access Link: https://applications.greatercambridgeplanning.org/online-
applications/PLAN/20/02454/FUL  
No objections from PC 
i) Proposal: Extension/raising of rear single storey section of dwelling to form 
two storey accommodation (Re-submission of S/0940/16/LB) 
Site address: 1 College Farm Court Barton CB23 7AL 
Reference: 20/02046/LBC  No Objections from PC

20-21/26 

To receive Neighbourhood Watch Report 
SP wished to clarify that her role of neighbourhood watch co-ordinator 
is separate to that of the Barton PC but a means of communication and 
the report is always posted on the website. 
Burglaries and some suspicious activity had been noted at night, 
neighbours are asked to be aware and to report any of this especially 
during this COVID time. 
Excessive speed of vehicles in village has been reported (and confirmed 
by MVAS) again residents warned to take care  

SP/IM 

Next Council Meeting: September 1st 2020 to be confirmed if remote

Future Meeting: November 3rd 2020 to be confirmed if remote  
 Meeting Closed       21:33                                                                        Chair                                                            


