
BARTON PARISH COUNCIL 2019-2020 

Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer (RFO) Report for Annual Parish Meeting 

The APM for this year has been cancelled due to the COVID19 regulations regarding meetings and 
social distancing. 

The roles and tasks to be undertaken as a Clerk are many and varied and obviously operate on a 
daily, weekly, periodically and annual basis. The PC was mostly new in 2018 when I took over and 
this year has seen many changes including four resignations and three changes of Chair but as the 
year ends, I do feel more positive about the future stability. 

The administrative tasks have been supplemented by the purchase of financial software enabling the 
consistent production of reports. 

Community engagement is becoming more efficient and the two public meetings concerning 
planning applications for Barton House and the traffic issues concerning all roads in the village, were 
both well attended and successful. The main task for 2020-21 is to engage with the community to 
produce a new Village Plan. I hope that residents are feeling that the PC is there to help the 
community and does want to engage constructively. A key requisite for PC’s is transparency and I 
assure all that this is at the forefront. 

A new website is close to completion but it has been delayed by various factors extraneous to the PC 
and I thank the forbearance and willingness of former Councillor and Chair, Margaret Penston to 
help by continuing to monitor the existing website for the extended time necessary. 

As an example of protracted issues arising, higher level Councils are having their budgets reduced 
and they are passing down certain responsibilities and the provision for some of the village street 
lighting was passed onto the PC’s across the county. Accordingly, we had to research and tender for 
the best deal with only an estimate from SCDC of the likely increased cost. We have achieved a 3 
year fixed deal which although more expensive than in the past it does have the benefit for future 
budgeting of being fixed.  

There are many matters to consider and try to improve but I now realise after two years that the 
finding out and review period for the new PC is maybe near to completion and the strategic planning 
phase can be more to the forefront going forward. 

I am grateful to be able to access the help and thoughts of all other local clerks and the national 
organisation via membership of organisations and the invaluable exchange of support via email and 
now ‘zoom’. It will of course be no surprise that many issues are common across councils. This has 
been particularly important regarding the extent of legal knowledge and understanding a clerk 
needs to have. 

One of my roles is to be the main conduit for correspondence between the PC and the residents and 
I urge all residents to contact me regarding any issues. I shall always reply but remind everyone that I 
am not the decision maker merely the conveyor of information. 



Councillor Attendance 2019-20 

Initials May19 June 19 July19 Sept 19 Nov 19 Jan 120 Mar 20
SP ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
PW ✔ ✔ A ✔ ✔ A A
JHJ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
MR ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
WW ✔ C A ✔ ✔ A
JUW ✔ C ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
AJM ✔ C ✔
CL ✔ C ✔
LM ✔ R
JW ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ R
NH A A R
JMc ✔ C R
IM Clerk ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

A = Apologies 

C = Co-opted 

R = Resigned 

Finally, in these troubled times it is encouraging to see residents mindful of each other and showing 
a high level of community spirit. 

Hope all residents stay safe and well 

Ian Minto 

Parish Clerk 


